URGENT ACTION 
CUBA: TEACHER IN NEED OF MEDICAL CARE 
Pedro Albert Sánchez, a 68-year-old teacher and human rights defender, has been arbitrarily detained in Cuba since November 22, 2023. Despite his critical health conditions, including cancer, Pedro is being denied adequate healthcare. He is a prisoner of conscience jailed simply for exercising his human rights to freedom of expression and of peaceful assembly. We urge the Cuban authorities to immediately and unconditionally release Pedro Albert Sánchez and ensure he urgently receives adequate healthcare. 

TAKE ACTION: 
· Write a letter in your own words or using the sample below as a guide to one or both government officials listed. You can also email, fax, call or Tweet them.
· Click here to let us know the actions you took on Urgent Action 60.24. It’s important to report because we share the total number with the officials we are trying to persuade and the people we are trying to help.
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AIUSA’s Urgent Action Network | 311 W. 43rd Street, 7th Fl, New York, NY 10036
| uan@aiusa.org | www.amnestyusa.org/uan
Mr. Miguel Díaz-Canel  
President of Cuba 
Twitter: @DiazCanelB 
Facebook: @MDiazCanelB 

Cuban Embassy in the United States
Ambassador Lianys Torres Rivera
2630 16th Street, NW, 
Washington DC 20009
Twitter: @EmbaCubaEEUU


Dear President of Díaz-Canel, 
I am writing to express my deep concern for Pedro Albert Sánchez, a 68-year-old retired teacher and human rights defender, who is currently imprisoned in Cuba. Pedro has been imprisoned since November 22, 2023, under conditions that have severely worsened his health. He suffers from cancer and has been denied adequate healthcare and nutrition. 
Following his peaceful participation in the July 11, 2021 demonstrations, Pedro Albert was wrongfully convicted of "contempt" and "public disorder" charges that stemmed solely from his exercise of the rights to freedom of expression and of peaceful assembly, as a result of his participation in peaceful protests and his vocal criticism of the Cuban government. The charges against him were politically motivated and designed to silence his activism. Amnesty International has recognized him as a prisoner of conscience. 
I urge you to immediately and unconditionally release Pedro Albert and to urgently provide him with adequate healthcare. 
Yours sincerely,


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Cubans of all ages and walks of life have been charged, put on trial, or given harsh sentences for peacefully participating in protests in July 2021 in proceedings mostly held behind closed doors and often failing to respect fair trial rights. 

Among those imprisoned is Pedro Albert Sánchez, a retired teacher from Cuba, who has been a vocal critic of the Cuban government and a staunch advocate for human rights, particularly focusing on freedom of expression and peaceful assembly.  

Pedro has been detained multiple times since 2020 simply for participating in peaceful protests and expressing dissenting views.  

Pedro Albert Sánchez was sentenced in October 2022 to five years of "limited freedom", which means that he could spend his sentenced outside of jail, for charges of "contempt" and "public disorder" under the Cuban Penal Code. These charges stemmed from his participation in the peaceful protests of July 11, 2021, where he exercised his right to peaceful assembly and his right to freedom of expression by criticizing the government and calling for political reforms.  

On November 22, 2023, he was detained by Cuban authorities after attempting to deliver a letter to Eamon Gilmore, the European Union (EU) Special Representative for Human Rights, who was in the country to co-chair the fourth Human Rights Dialogue under the EU-Cuba Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement (PDCA). In December 2023, a court overturned his "limited freedom" sentence and ordered him to serve his sentence in prison, despite the absence of any violent actions or incitement at the time of his detention. 

Based on the information available to Amnesty International, he should never have been charged with these offenses. The organization notes that “contempt” and “public disorder” are charges frequently used in Cuba to target those exercising their rights to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly.  

Amnesty International considers Pedro Albert Sánchez to be a prisoner of conscience and calls for his immediate and unconditional release. His imprisonment not only violates his human rights but also highlights the broader repression faced by people who call on the Cuban authorities to fulfil their human rights obligations. Immediate action is required to secure his release and ensure that he urgently receives access to adequate healthcare for his critical conditions. 

Amnesty International’s Prisoner of Conscience determination is based on the information available to Amnesty International regarding the circumstances leading to the person’s detention. In naming a person as a Prisoner of Conscience, Amnesty International is affirming that this person must be immediately and unconditionally released but is not endorsing past or present views or conduct by them. 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Spanish, English, or your own language

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: January 8, 2025 

NAME AND PREFERRED PRONOUN: Pedro Albert Sánchez (he/him)
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