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URGENT ACTION   
ERITREANS AT IMMINENT RISK OF FORCED RETURN  
Hundreds of Eritrean nationals are at imminent risk of forcible return to Eritrea where they would face a 
real risk of torture, arbitrary detention, and other serious human rights violations. Reports indicate that 
around 300 Eritreans recently detained in Türkiye without adequate access to communication or legal 
support have been deported to Eritrea. The authorities must immediately halt any plans to forcibly 
return Eritrean nationals from Türkiye and grant them access to asylum procedures, in line with 
international law.  
 

TAKE ACTION:  

• Write a letter in your own words or using the sample below as a guide to one or both government officials listed. 
You can also email, fax, call or Tweet them. 

• Click here to let us know the actions you took on Urgent Action 78.24. It’s important to report because we share 
the total number with the officials we are trying to persuade and the people we are trying to help.  

 

Mr. Atilla Toros  
Head of Migration Management 
Çamlıca Mahallesi 122. Sokak No:4 Yenimahalle  
Ankara/Türkiye  
Fax: 90 (312) 920-06-09  
Twitter/X: @Gocidaresi 

CC: Turkish Embassy in the United States 
Ambassador Sedat Önal 

2525 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, 
Washington DC 20008 

Email: embassy.washingtondc@mfa.gov.tr 

Dear Mr. Atilla Toros, 

I write to express my concern about the authorities' imminent plans to forcibly return Eritrean 
nationals who are detained at Aydın Removal Centre. A civil society representative told Amnesty 
International that around 180 Eritreans were deported from Türkiye in the past weeks. Most of them 
are now detained at Adi Abeto prison. 

 According to information obtained by Amnesty International, people in the group of detained Eritrean 
nationals were also held in inadequate conditions, due to a lack of access to water, adequate food, 
poor sanitation, and very limited access to legal assistance and phones, making it hard to 
communicate with family and loved ones. Amnesty International has documented in the past that 
people returned to Eritrea have been detained incommunicado and tortured upon return because 
leaving the country without authorization is a crime.  

I urge you not to forcibly return people to Eritrea, where they would face a real risk of serious human 
rights violations. I also urge you to respect Türkiye’s international obligations under the 1951 
Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, the UN Convention Against Torture, to uphold the 
principle of non-refoulement, which is binding on all states. Pending their release, ensure that 
Eritreans detained in Türkiye are given access to fair and effective asylum procedures, and are held 
in conditions meeting international standards on the detention of migrants and asylum-seekers.    

Yours sincerely, 

  

https://www.amnestyusa.org/report-urgent-actions/
https://x.com/gocidaresi?lang=en
mailto:embassy.washingtondc@mfa.gov.tr
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  
Türkiye is party to the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol. However, Türkiye retains a 
geographic reservation to its ratification of the Convention, so that only citizens from Council of 
Europe member states are allowed to apply for refugee status. People who do not qualify for refugee 
status in Türkiye, can request conditional refugee status or subsidiary protection under the Law on 
Foreigners and International Protection of 2013. The conditional refugee status was created for 
people originating from “non-European” states and provides more restrictive rights than the ones 
granted to refugee status holders.  
 

Amnesty International has found that the Eritrean authorities regard the act of applying for asylum 
abroad as evidence of treason, and a reason to detain anyone forcibly returned to Eritrea. Appalling 
detention conditions in Eritrea amount to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. The United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has noted that “Eritreans who are forcibly returned may, 
according to several reports, face arrest without charge, detention, ill-treatment, torture sometimes 
death at the hands of the authorities. They are reportedly held incommunicado, in over-crowded and 
unhygienic conditions, with little access to medical care, sometimes for extended periods of time” and 
that “For some Eritreans, being outside the country may be sufficient cause on return to be subjected 
to scrutiny, reprisals and harsh treatment. Individuals may be suspected of having sought asylum, 
participating in diaspora-based opposition meetings or otherwise posing a (real or perceived) threat to 
the Government, particularly where they have exited the country illegally.” Furthermore, in 2015, the 
UN Human Rights Council Commission of Inquiry on human rights in Eritrea found that ‘’with a few 
exceptions, those who have been forced to return to the country have been arrested, detained and 
subjected to illtreatment and torture.’’  
 

According to a 2016 Amnesty International report, deserters are likely to face prolonged arbitrary 
detention, inhumane detention conditions, and torture and other-ill treatment. National service is 
compulsory for all men and women between the ages of 18 and 40 in Eritrea, with additional 
mandatory reserve duties up to age 50. There is no limit on the length of service. Initially 18 months 
long, it generally includes six months’ military service followed by 12 months’ deployment in military or 
government service. However, this is frequently extended indefinitely. National service often involves 
forced or involuntary labor in state projects. Conscripts perform construction labor on government 
projects such as road building, work in the civil service, or work for companies owned and operated 
by the military or ruling party elites. Conscripts are paid minimal salaries that do not meet the basic 
needs of their families. Much of the adult population of Eritrea is currently engaged in mandatory 
national service. There is no exemption from military service for conscientious objectors, and no 
alternative non-military service. The usual punishment for evading military service is detention and 
torture.   
 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Turkish, English, or your own language.  
 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: December 1, 2024  
 

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Detained Eritrean nationals at risk of return (ALL) 

mailto:uan@aiusa.org
http://www.amnestyusa.org/uan
https://www.refworld.org/policy/countrypos/unhcr/2009/en/66801
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/co-i-eritrea/report-co-i-eritrea-0
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr64/4794/2016/en/

