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URGENT ACTION

FEARS OF ACTIVIST’S ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE

Indigenous rights activist Michael Chakma has been missing since 9 April 2019, when he was on his
way to Dhaka from Kanchpur in Naryanganj. An organizer of a Chittagong Hill Tracts based political
party, his family and fellow activists fear that he has been forcibly disappeared. Bangladesh
government must urgently determine the whereabouts of Michael Chakma and, if he is under the
government’s custody, release him immediately unless he is promptly charged with a recognizable
criminal offense.

TAKE ACTION:

1. Write a letter in your own words or using the sample below as a guide to one or both government officials listed. You
can also email, fax, call or Tweet them.

2. Click here to let us know the actions you took on Urgent Action 60.19. It’'s important to report because we share the
total number with the officials we are trying to persuade and the people we are trying to help.

Mr. Asaduzzaman Khan Ambassador Mohammad Ziauddin

Ministry of Home Affairs Embassy of Bangladesh

Bangladesh Secretariat 3510 International Drive NW, Washington DC 20008
Abdul Gani Road Phone: 202 244 0183

Dhaka-1000 Fax: 202 244 2771, 202 244 7830

Bangladesh Contact form: https://bit.ly/2FzcITR

Email: minister@mha.gov.bd Salutation: Dear Ambassador

Dear Minister Khan,

Indigenous activist Michael Chakma, 38, was last seen on 9 April 2019 when he was on his way from Narayanganj to
Dhaka. Michael Chakma was visiting industrial workers from the Chittagong Hill Tracts to discuss plans for the upcoming
Indigenous festival and events to mark the six-year anniversary of the fatal collapse of Rana Plaza, where more than
1,000 people died.

His family and friends went to the Sonargaon police station in Narayanganj to ask if he was being detained and filed a
complaint. It was only on 16 April 2019, one week after Michael Chakma went missing, that the police registered a formal
report about his disappearance. The last known location of Michael Chakma was at Cantonment in Dhaka on 15 April
2019, which the police identified by tracking his mobile phone, said a statement by the United Workers’ Democratic Front.
Since then, and despite frequent visits to the police station by Michael’s family, the authorities have not provided to them
any further information regarding the investigation. Michael Chakma is an Indigenous rights activist and an organizer of
the Chittagong Hill Tracts based political party United People’s Democratic Front. He has been vocal against abuses
committed by the military in the Chittagong Hill Tracts and has campaigned for an end to military rule in the region.

Therefore, | call on you to ensure that the Bangladesh authorities immediately reveal the fate and whereabouts of Michael
Chakma and release him if he is in the custody of Bangladeshi authorities, unless he is promptly charged with a
recognizable criminal offense; ensure prompt, independent and effective investigations into all allegations of enforced
disappearance, and if there is sufficient admissible evidence, prosecute them in fair trials; ratify the International
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance

Yours sincerely,

AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL


https://www.amnestyusa.org/report-urgent-actions/
mailto:minister@mha.gov.bd
https://bit.ly/2FzcITR
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Michael Chakma is Indigenous rights activist and an organiser and spokesperson for the United People’s Democratic Front (UPDF), as
well as the central general secretary of the United Workers’ Democratic Front, the workers’ wing of the Chittagong Hill Tracts based
political party.

On 27 March 2019, Michael Chakma went to Kanchpur in Narayanganj, a city in central Bangladesh, to discuss the upcoming
Indigenous festivals and organizational programs ahead of the six-year anniversary of the fatal Rana Plaza building collapse that killed
more than 1,000 garment workers in Savar, Dhaka. Travelling to Dhaka from Narayanganj on 9 April 2019 to attend further meetings,
UPDF activists told Amnesty International that he was last available that day on phone at 1700 hours. No one has heard from him
since.

Michael Chakma is accused in at least eight cases and was arrested by the paramilitary force Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) in 2011.
The RAB has arrested many leaders and activists of his party in the past. Officials at the Sonargaon police station in Narayanganj have
also said that he could be detained by other State agencies.

The Chittagong Hill Tracts of the south-eastern edge of Bangladesh, home to over 25 Indigenous peoples, has for decades been the
site of ethnic conflict. The conflict followed calls by Pahari for recognition and protection of their rights to traditional lands and autonomy,
and their resistance to government attempts to assimilate them within the mainland Bengali majority culture.

At least 22 members of regional political parties of the Chittagong Hill Tracts have allegedly been killed in 2018 due to internal conflict.
On 3 January 2018, another UPDF activist Mithun Chakma was fatally shot in Sadar Upazila, Khagrachhari when he was returning
home from a court appearance.

Two members of the Hill Women's Federation, Doyashona Chakma and Monty Chakma, accused the law enforcement agencies of their
complicity when they were abducted by a group of men in March 2018. They were released on condition that they would give up
politics.

Kalpona Chakma, a leading Indigenous rights campaigner in the Chittagong Hill Tracts in Bangladesh, was abducted from her home on
12 June 1996, allegedly by the military. Her fate and whereabouts remain unknown until today.

According to local human rights organisation Odhikar, between January and March 2019, at least 12 people have been allegedly
subjected to enforced disappearance. Bodies of two persons who were forcibly disappeared were later found, five people were shown
arrested, one person returned home. The fate and whereabouts of four others remain unknown.

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English
You can also write in your own language.

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 19 June 2019
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.

NAME AND PRONOUN: Michael Chakma (he/him)
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